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THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
The Lord’s Day at Eleven O’Clock 

Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

WE GATHER TO PRAISE GOD 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME & INVOCATION 
 Rev. Dr. Kyle T. Reese, Interim Pastor 
  

PRELUDE - “Prelude on BUNESSAN”                                                           by Anne Davis 
 Rev. Dr. Justin L. Addington, Organ 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

* HYMN - “Praise and Thanksgiving”                            Tune: CHRISTE SANCTORUM 

- Text by H. Francis Yardley 

  
About Our Church 

Welcome to First Baptist 
Church, an inclusive 

congregation that 
worships in Savannah’s 

oldest standing church 
building. We believe Jesus 

treated everyone with a 
spirit of love and equality. 

Therefore, we accept 
every individual without 

regard to age, gender, 
race, ethnicity, physical or 

mental disability,  
sexual orientation,  

gender identity,  
political affiliation, or  
socio-economic status.  

We affirm all persons as 
created in the image of 

God. At First Baptist 
Church, individuals can 
find family, families can 

find community, the 
injured can find healing, 

and all can seek truth  
and justice. We labor 

together in love for each 
other, our community, our 

world, and our God.  
No matter who you  

are or where you are  
on life's journey,  

you are welcomed, 
you are accepted,  

you are loved. 

COVID Reminders 

The diaconate has lifted 
the mask requirement for 

our church. Masks are 
now optional. However, if 

you have an underlying 
health condition, or do not 
yet feel comfortable being 

in public without a face 
covering, you are 

encouraged to continue 
wearing a mask. 

* Asterisks throughout 
the order of worship 

indicate the people 
standing, in body  

or in spirit. 
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* AFFIRMATION FOR BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

 We believe in God  
  And in the waters of our collective story.  
  When nothing existed but chaos, 
  God swept across the dark waters 
  And brought forth light. 
  In the days of Noah, 
  God saved those on the ark through water. 
  After the flood, God set in the clouds a rainbow. 
  When God’s people were slaves in Egypt, 
  God led them to freedom through the sea. 
  God then brought their children through the Jordan 
  To the land which had been promised. 
 We believe that in the fullness of time, God sent Jesus, 
  Nurtured in the water of a womb. 
  He was baptized by John and anointed by the Spirit. 
  He called his disciples 
  To share in the baptism of his death and resurrection, 
  And to make disciples of all nations. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit's presence  
  In the waters of baptism. 
  Call to our remembrance this day, 
  The grace offered to us through those waters - 
  For God has washed away our sins, 
  And clothed us with righteousness, 
  That dying and rising with Christ 
  We may share in his final victory. 
  Thanks be to God. Amen.  

* GLORIA PATRI                                                                                        Tune: GREATOREX 

- Text adapted from Horatius Bonar  

Liturgical Season 

First Baptist Church 
follows the liturgical 
seasons of the Christian 
Year as a means of 
marking time together. 
We are currently in the 
Season after the 
Epiphany. Epiphany 
comes from a Greek word 
meaning “manifestation” 
or “appearance.” Thus, 
the season celebrates the 
ways through which the 
Messiah is revealed to the 
world. The season begins 
on the 12th day of 
Christmas (January 6) 
with the arrival of the 
Magi, and concludes with 
the account of the 
Transfiguration of Jesus. 
Today, we celebrate the 
baptism of Jesus. The 
liturgical color for the 
feast day is white, with 
green being used on the 
subsequent Sundays to 
represent the growth of 
Christ’s ministry  

Children in Worship 

 Children are always 
welcome in the worship of 
our church. There is a 
worship-related activity 
on page 8 of the order of 
worship. Crayons are 
available in the narthex. A 
cry room is available for 
mothers. Please ask an 
usher for assistance.  

3



WE LISTEN TO GOD 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON - Isaiah 42:1-9 
 Rob Harrelson, Lay Reader 

 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I  
 have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He   
 will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed  
 he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will   
 faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has 
 established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.   
 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out,  
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the   
 people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called  
 you in righteousness, I have taken you by the hand and kept you; I  have   
 given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations, to open the eyes  
 that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison  
 those who sit in darkness. I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give  
 to no other, nor my praise to idols. See, the former things have come to pass,  
 and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them. 

BAPTISMAL REFLECTION  
 Lynne Davis, Life Member of FBC 

ANTHEM - “Down to the River to Pray”                                             arr. Justin Addington 
 First Baptist Church Choir 
   
 As I went down to the river to pray  
 Studying about that good old way  
 And who shall wear the starry crown  
 Good Lord, show me the way!  

 O sisters* let's go down, 
 Let's go down, come on down,  
 O sisters let's go down, 
 Down in the river to pray.  
  
 * brothers, fathers, mothers, sinners  

- Text from an American Folk Hymn 

* GOSPEL LESSON - Matthew 3:13-17 

 When Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by   
 him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you,  
 and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is  
 proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented.  
 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water,   
 suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit    
 descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from the heavens  
 said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 Reader:  This is the written Word of God. 
 People: Thanks be to God.   

SERMON - “Speaking into the Silence” 
 Rev. Dr. Kyle T. Reese, Interim Pastor 

 
Scripture Texts 

All Scripture texts printed 
in the order of worship  

are taken from the  
New Revised Standard 

Version of the Bible  
unless otherwise noted. 

Statement  
on Language 

In an effort to be as 
inclusive as possible, 

First Baptist Church seeks 
to use hymns and liturgies 

that employ gender- 
neutral pronouns for both 

God and humanity. 
However, this is not 

always possible when 
using historic texts and 
poetry. Please note that 

these texts reflect the eras 
in which they were 
written, and do not 

necessarily represent our 
current theological 

understandings. 

Artwork

The artwork on the facing 
page is “The Baptism of 

Christ,” painted in 1876. 
This piece may be found in 

the collection of the State 
Russian Museum in 

 St. Petersburg. 
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Music Notes 

Michael Saward wrote 
“Baptized in Water” in 
London on May 29, 1981,  
a few days after the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of 
his ordination to the 
ministry. The text was first 
published in “Hymns for 
Today’s Church” (1982), a 
hymnal on which Saward 
worked as text editor. This 
song explains the New 
Testament theology on 
baptism in a rather 
compact way. The first line 
in each stanza alludes to 
John 3:5, Ephesians 1:13, 
and 1 Peter 3:21. The rest of 
each stanza explains the 
process symbolized by 
baptism: being cleansed by 
Christ's blood for salvation 
and godly living (st. 1); 
dying and being buried 
with Christ and rising 
again, free and forgiven 
(st. 2); and gaining the 
privilege of becoming God's 
children through Christ (st. 
3). Each stanza also 
finishes with a note of 
praise to God. The text is 
powerful precisely because 
it is biblical. 

- from the Handbook to  
the Psalter Hymnal 

Prayer Requests 

If you have any prayer 
requests that you would 
like added to our prayer 
list, please place them in 
the offering plate or email 
them to the church office. 

WE RESPOND TO GOD 

* HYMN - “Baptized in Water”                                                                Tune: BUNESSAN 

  
  

- Text by Michael Saward 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 Pastor:  Lord, in your mercy, 
 People: Hear our prayer.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 Hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 On earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our sins  
 As we forgive those who sin against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  
 But deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom,  
 And the power, and the glory,  
 Forever and ever. Amen. 
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CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE                             Tune: SWEET, SWEET, SPIRIT 

- Text by Doris Akers 

OFFERTORY SENTENCES 

OFFERTORY - “Shall We Gather at the River”                               arr. Hugh S. Livingston 
 Rev. Dr. Justin L. Addington, Organ 

* DOXOLOGY                                                                                              Tune: OLD 100TH 

- Text adapted from Thomas Ken 

 
Giving 

If you would like to 
participate in worship by 

giving monetarily, you 
may place a donation in 

the offering plate near the 
doors of the sanctuary, 

scan the QR code, or click 
the GIVE button on  

our website:  
www.fbc-sav.org. 

You may also mail a 
contribution directly to   

PO Box 9551 
Savannah, GA 31412. 

  

Permissions 

Permission to reprint and 
stream the music in this 

service obtained from  
ONE LICENSE with  
license #736838-A.  
All rights reserved.
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WE GO TO SERVE GOD 

* INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

* HYMN - “Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters”                Tune: BEACH SPRING 

- Text by Ruth C. Duck 

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH 
 Rev. James C. Richardson, Organist Emeritus  

PASTORAL BENEDICTION 
 Rev. Dr. Kyle T. Reese, Interim Pastor 

POSTLUDE - “Allegro Maestoso” from Water Music             by George Frederic Handel 
 Rev. Dr. Justin L. Addington, Organ 

Postlude 

The postlude is  
the final act of our 
worship together.  
The congregation is 
invited to remain seated 
for a brief moment of 
personal reflection  
and inspiration. 

Contact Us 

Kyle Reese 
Interim Pastor 
kyler@fbc-sav.org 

Justin Addington 
Minister of Music 
justin@fbc-sav.org 

James Richardson 
Organist Emeritus 
james@fbc-sav.org 

Lynn Alexander 
Office Coordinator 
lynn@fbc-sav.org 

Karen Jerald  
Financial Coordinator 
finance@fbc-sav.org 

Jason Raub 
Facilities Manager 
jason@fbc-sav.org 

www.fbc-sav.org 
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